
7
2

©
 2

00
9 

– 
J 3

:1
6 

– 
W

rit
te

n 
an

d 
ill

us
tra

te
d 

by
 Jo

hn
 H

at
to

n.
 M

ay
 b

e 
co

pi
ed

 a
nd

 d
is

tri
bu

te
d 

w
ith

ou
t p

er
m

is
si

on
 a

s l
on

g 
as

 tr
ac

ts
 a

re
 g

iv
en

 fr
ee

 o
f c

ha
rg

e.

Read the Bible. Pray. Join a Christian church that teaches Jesus as the only way to God.
More information or tracts? Visit www.j3-16.impacto.org

       Jesus continued: “Some of 
the seed fell along a pathway, 
and birds came and ate it up.”

“Another part of the seed fell on 
rocky ground. It grew up quickly 
since there was just a thin layer 
of soil. But when the sun came 
out, the plants were scorched 
and withered because they didn’t 
have any roots.”

“Another portion fell among 
the thorns, which grew up and 
choked the plants so they didn’t 
produce any fruit.”

“And some fell on good soil, 
grew up and multiplied – yield-
ing 30, 60 and a hundred times 
as much.”

“Jesus then said: ‘If you have 
ears, listen!’”

       If you really want to receive God’s word and 
want to tell Him so, you can pray like this:
“Lord, I want to hear what You have to tell me. I open 
my ears and heart to receive Your message. I know I 
am a sinner and need Your forgiveness. I realize Jesus 
died on the cross in my place, to pay the price for 
my sin. So I repent and place my faith in You. Please 
forgive me, save me and guide me. In Jesus’ name, 
amen.”
The Bible promises:
“Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may 
be wiped out” (Acts 3:19 NIV).
“Yet to all who received him, to those who believed 
in his name, he gave the right to become children of 
God” (John 1:12 NIV).

Please open 
(unfold) and 
read inside.

1       Jesus taught many things through stories. One day 
He was teaching by the sea when such a large crowd 
came to hear Him that He had to get into a boat. Jesus 
spoke from the boat, and the people listened from the 
shore.*

Jesus said: “Listen! 
A farmer started 
sowing his 
seed.”

*  This story is found in the 
Gospel of Mark 4:1-20.
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3      The disciples and 
followers of Jesus asked 
Him what this story 
meant. Jesus explained:
“The farmer sows the 
word of God. Some 
people are like the seed 
that falls on the path-
way where the word is 
planted. As soon as they 
hear it, Satan comes 
and takes away the 
word that had been 
planted in them.”

“Other people are like 
seed thrown on rocky ter-
rain. They hear the word 
and immediately receive 
it with joy. But since they 
have no root, they don’t 
last very long. When 
tough times and perse-
cution come because of 
the word, they quickly 
give up.” 

       “Still others are 
like seed planted among 
thorns. They hear the 
word but when the wor-
ries of life, the deceit-
fulness of riches and 
the desire to have more 
come in they choke the 
word, and it ends up 
producing no fruit.”

“But other people are 
like seeds that fall on 
good soil. They hear the 
word and accept it. They 
produce a crop of 30, 60 
or even a hundred times 
over!”

      This story Jesus told speaks of the danger of 
rejecting God’s word. But if we accept that word, 
we will produce lots of “fruit” – that is, God will do 
wonderful things in and through our lives! 
But how can we “accept the word”? The two demands 
Jesus always made were: believe (deposit your faith 
in Jesus alone, receiving Him as Savior and Lord of 
your life) and repent (admit and confess your sins 
to God, be willing to leave them and start following 
God’s will for your life). 
When you 
accept God’s 
word in this 
way, it is im-
portant to say 
this to God and 
actually invite 
Him to be your 
Savior and 
Lord. You can 
do this with a 
simple prayer,  
like the one on 
the next page 
(page 7).

       Which one of the four kinds of listeners do you 
think you are most like?

1. Have you already allowed the “seed” of God’s word 
to enter and grow in the “soil” of your heart? 

2. Did you make a decision to accept God’s word in 
the past, only to give up because of difficult 
circumstances?

3. Have you already aban-
doned those things which, like 
the thorns in the story, choke 
out God’s work in your life 
and hinder your growth? 

4. What kind of “fruit” (good 
results) are you producing in 
your life? 

If Jesus were to examine 
your life today, what type 
of listener would He say 
you are? What do you think 
He wants you to do and be 
from now on? Are you willing 
to hear and obey Him from 
here on out?

Continues on back (page 7) 


